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Acknowledgements Scholarship Recipients

The Chicago Public Schools Student Science Fair, Inc., expresses sincere appreciation to the following
individuals and organizations for their support of the 2026 Scholarship Program.

Contributors to the Geri Blakley Memorial Scholarship (Kenneth & Joanne Gray, Rita S. Nelson,

Deonne Wright); Key to Photographs

Contributors to the Barbara Bulmash Memorial Scholarship (Marilyn Levin); s o
Contributors to the Anthony Crowe Memorial Scholarship (Cozette Buckney, Edward Burton, Phyllis ~ Student’s Name and ngh School

Creek, Yolanda Del Rio, Barbara Grilley, Ethelene Hare, Judith Hasson, Alan insley, Michael & bt " College or UniVCrSity Wlll attend
Marshan Leib, Mary Mercado, Rita S. Nelscn, John T. Nishimura, Mark Renz, Melanie Wojtulewicz); " MﬂjOI’

Contributors to the Dennis Hart Memorial Scholarship ( Sylvia Hart, Roy Coleman & Dianna Uchida, i i i = Scholarship(s) and/or Tuition
Yolanda Del Rio, Michael & Marshan Leib); ‘ / . { z .‘ Waiver Awar ded
Contributors to the Luba Johnson Memorial Scholarship {Alpha Delta Chapter of Delta Kappa \ ¢ : -

Gamma, Christine Bischoff, Yolanda Del Rio,, Denise Gamble, Rita S. Nelson, Allan & Mary Reisberg, ;| TOtal Poss:ble Value
Rosemary Smith, Donna Tarbunas, Roy Coleman & Dianna Uchida);

Ernest Kaminski Family Scholarship i N J
Contributors to the Harold Kiehm Memorial Scholarship (Michael & Marshan Leib); Emlly Ba/ Lane Tec
Stephen McVeigh - contributor to the General Scholarship Fund; University of Wisconsin

Kovler Family Foundation Scholarship; Mechanical Engi . . .
Contributors to the Mary Nalbandian Memorial Scholarship (Joanne & Kenneth Gray, Ethelene Hare, ” nglnegr Memorlal | nfOfmatlon
CPS Student Science Fair, Inc.
can be found here

Michael & Marshan Leib, Melanie Wojtulewiez);
Contributors to the Allen Nelson Memorial Scholarship (David Gilligan, Rita S. Nelson);
Contributors to the Henry & Dolores R k Memorial Scholarship (Roy Coll 1 & Dianna Total Value $500
Uchida, Michael & Marshan Leib, Melanie Wojtulewicz);
Contributors to the Nancy Toomey Memorial Scholarship (Yolanda Del Rio, Denise Gamble, Joanne
& Kenneth Gray, Ethelene Hare, Karen Strabel);
Contributors to the Lewis Wright Memorial Scholarship (Deonne Wright, Ethelene Hare, Liz lones,
Eva Pitts);
° Contributor to the General Scholarship Fund: Velocity EHS

We also acknowledge the support of the Chicago Public Schools Office of Teaching and Learning and the Chief
Executive Office. These Universities provided tuition waivers for 2026.
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B'iac:ggy University of lllinois Chicago
Kinesiology

Anthony Crowe Memorial S i
y ($ 4,&;0;'8' cholarship Mary Nalbandian Memorial
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Page 3



https://cpsscifair.org/bios/

Olivia Jones / Lane
University of Michigan
Aerospace engineer
Barbara Bulmash Memorial Scholarship
Total Value $1,000

Ethan Knight / Carver Military HS
Louisiana State University
Civil Engineering
Harold Keihm Memorial Scholarship
($500)
Total Value $500

Anaya Joshi/ Payton
Boston university
Molecular Biology

Velocity EHS ($7,500)

Allen Nelson Memorial Scholarship
($500) Nancy Toomey Memorial
Scholarship ($500)

Total Value $8,500

Julia Kweik / Northside College
Prep
Princeton University
Chemical and Biological
Engineering.
Kovler Family Foundation
, Scholarship
Total Value ($2,000)

Diego Landeros / Lane
Massachuseits Institute of
Technology
Chemistry and biology
Luba Johnson Memorial Scholarship
($1,000) Roy Coleman & Dianna
Uchida ($500)

Total Value $1,500

Semaj Pierce / Carver Military
Academy
Northern lllinois University
Computer Science
Geri Blakley Memorial Scholarship
Total Value $500
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Yairely Marchan / Lane
Denison University
Biochemistry

Dennis Hart Memorial Scholarship
Total Value $5,000

Payman Rajaie / Lane Tech
Columbia University
Mechanical Engineering
Lewis Wright Memorial Scholarship
Total Value $3,000




Sarveshwaraan Swaminathan /
Northside College Prep
University of lllinois at Chicago
Honors College
Neuroscience
Roy Coleman & Dianna Uchida
($1,000)

Tuition Waiver (Renewable for
4 years) Value ($55,016)
Total Value $56,016

“It will help me find patterns in the
workings of our universe,
which will not only allow
me to add pages to the book of
human knowledge
but also to acknowledge a
beauty hidden
behind a barrier of
equations.”
By Sarveshwaraan Swaminathan
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Anna Tataryn / Lane Tech
Duke University
Computer Science
Henry & Dolores Rosenbaum
Memorial Scholarship (1,000)
Roy Coleman & Dianna Uchida
($500)

Total Value $1,500
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Chicago Public Schools Student STEM Exhibition
Administrative Officers — Board of Directors

President
Paul Valaitis

Baxter International

Secretary
Melvin Munsaka,
Ph.D.
Abbvie Inc.

Past President

Charles Graham

People’s Gas &
Delivery

Treasurer
Jacqueline Di
Lorenzo
Hubbard H. S.

Science Fair Liaison

Executive Director Elizabeth Copper

Elizabeth Copper
: CPS,
‘ CPS, Retired Retired
Science Fair Roy Coleman
CPS, Retired

Chairperson
Carrie Kaestner
Von Steuben High
School

Ethelene Hare
CPS, Retired

Special Awards Kenneth Zdunek,

Chairperson Ph.D.

Ruby Sheree Board Member,

Parnell-Booth lllinois Tech
Air Force Academy

Glennie King, Ed.D.
Science Specialist,
Dept of STEM Office of
Teaching & Learning

Treasurer in Training
Sheila Yacobucci
Locke Elementary

2026 Scholarship Interview Committee

Libby Robertson
Co-Chairperson

Rita Nelson

The University of lllinois

President
Paul Valaitis

Baxter International

Elizabeth Copper

Sheila Yacobucci
CPS, Retired

Co-Chairperson
Ethelene Hare Ritvik Viniak
Alumni Association

CPS, Retired

Science Fair Chairperson
Carrie Kaestner
Von Steuben High School

Glennie King, Ed.D.
Science Specialist, Dept of
STEM Office of Teaching &

Learning
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Number of Scholarships Awarded 1956-2026

Map# School Total

Map# School Total

73|Air Force Academy 1| [54 Juarez 9
_10lAmundsen 53| 144 Julian 12
16| Austin 8| [24 Kelly 11
64| BEST 1 14 K.elvvn Parl 14
57|Best Practice 1| |29 Kennedy 15
48|Bogan 28| |28 Kelvin Park 18
_38/Bowen 15] 125 King i
68|Bronzeville 1| |11 LalsView 18
60|Brooks 7| |12 Lane 164
46(Calumet 4| |13 Lincoln Park 128
_50|Carver 11| |33 Lindblom 29
_69[Chicago Academy 21 119 Marshall 2
_55|Chicago Ag. Sciences 64| |71 Manly 1
74[Chicaao Math & Science 1] |05 Mather 29
_39/Chicaao Vocational 7| 147 Morgan Park 25
77|Clark 1| |52 Near North 2
A5|Clemente 1| [63 Northside College Prep 24
42| Corlis 11| [76 Ogden International 1
20| Craine 1| |62 Pavton 42
_53[Credgier 2| 167 Phoenix Militarv 16
S1{Curie 21| |58 Prosser Bl
49| Dunbar 1| |32 Robeson 2
56| CuSable 3| |07 Roosevelt 8
65| Dyett 1| {04 Schurz 214
_30|Engelwood 4| 109 Senn 24
22|Farragut 4| 140 Simeon 3
45|Fenger 14| [36 South Shore 8
_18|Flower 1| |02 Steinmetz 13
3 |Foreman 24| |08 Sullivan 9
27|Gage park 4| |01 Taft 22
61|Hancock 4| |26 Tilden 19
43[Harlan 5| |06 Von Steuben 77
35[Harper 4! |41 Washinaton 31
23|Harrison 4| |17Wells 7
37|Hirsch 5| |75 Westinghouse 1
66|Hope 3| |21 Whitnev Youna 61
_34|/Hubbard 18| |72 Williams Medical 2
31|Hyde Park 16| |70 World Language 1
59(Jones | o
Total Number of Scholarships Awarded Through 2026 =(1243
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